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Vedanta Transforms lives of 6 Lakh Women, Catalyses ₹26 Crore in Rural 

Transformation for Viksit Bharat 

New Delhi, 14th October 2025: Vedanta Limited (NSE: VEDL), today reaffirmed its decade long 

commitment to rural women's empowerment, marking the International Day of Rural Women, with 

a compelling milestone: 6 Lakh women have been enabled to transition into micro-entrepreneurship, 

generating ₹26 Crore in cumulative economic impact. 

Vedanta’s integrated approach addresses the foundational barriers rural women face: access to 

capital, capacity development, and market linkages. With initiatives across the country, Vedanta 

is enabling rural women’s transition from economic dependence to enterprise ownership, creating 

sustainable livelihoods and building resilient communities.   

Nearly ₹3 Crore in microfinance loans have been disbursed through over 6,000 Self-Help Groups 

(SHGs) and 10 federations across multiple states such as Rajasthan, Odisha, Chhattisgarh, etc., 

with a remarkable 95% loan repayment rate that reflects the agency and accountability women 

exercise when given genuine opportunity. These women have simultaneously received market-

relevant skill training through strategic partnerships with institutions including Krishi Vigyan Kendra, 

and other international organisations, ensuring they move from unemployed to skilled entrepreneurs. 

Vedanta's Nand Ghar programme engages 2.5 lakh women with early childhood education, 

nutrition, healthcare, and skill-building opportunities, ensuring women's empowerment extends to 

strengthening entire families. 

Economic empowerment must be accompanied by social transformation. Through the Bharosa and 

Uthori folk theatre programmes, Vedanta addresses gender-based social issues head-on. Lakhs 

of individuals have been reached with awareness campaigns on domestic violence, child marriage, 

female foeticide, and women's legal rights. The program has formed dedicated groups of 

adolescent girls focusing on health, education, hygiene, safety, and child rights. 

At the heart of Vedanta’s women empowerment journey is an expansive SHG-led movement that is 

enabling women to take charge of their livelihoods. Hindustan Zinc’s Sakhi Project in Rajasthan and 

Uttarakhand exemplifies this transformation at scale. The project has generated nearly ₹150 crore in 

credit and savings. Women entrepreneurs under Sakhi have launched brands such as Daichi (edibles) 

and Upaya (textiles), achieving about lakhs in online sales through popular e-commerce platforms. 

Sakhis now operate BPCL’s first women-run petrol pump in Udaipur, breaking barriers in 

traditionally male-dominated sectors. 

Across other business units, Vedanta continues to catalyse women-led enterprise and community 

wealth creation. Vedanta Cairn Oil & Gas has enabled rural women in Rajasthan and Assam 

through the Maru Udaan and Unnati projects, supporting micro-enterprises such as the Jiji Bai SHG 

which produces millet cookies, and reviving traditional weaving in Assam, where artisans have seen 

a 25% rise in income.  

In Odisha, Vedanta Aluminium’s Subhalaxmi Udyogini empowers SHGs through enterprises like 

Vedamrit (honey) and VedMurtika (terracotta), while Project Jeevika in Lanjigarh links them to social 

security schemes. Project Adikala has revived the traditional Etikoppaka lacquerware craft, 

training women artisans and connecting them to national and online platforms. 

Vedanta's commitment to rural women's empowerment transcends individual programs; it embodies 

a transformative movement that is reshaping India's socio-economic landscape. Through an 

integrated approach encompassing financial inclusion, skill development, and market linkages, 
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Vedanta has not only enhanced household incomes but also fortified economic resilience, creating a 

ripple effect that uplifts entire communities. 

By investing in women, Vedanta demonstrates that sustainable development hinges on empowering 

individuals, not merely allocating resources. This model of community-led development aligns 

seamlessly with India's vision of a "Viksit Bharat," where inclusive growth and grassroots leadership 

are paramount. As these empowered women continue to drive change, they are not just participants 

in development, they are its architects, laying the foundation for a prosperous and equitable future for 

all. 

About Vedanta Limited   

Vedanta Group is a global leader in critical minerals, transition metals, energy, and technology, with operations spanning 

India, South Africa, Namibia, Liberia, UAE, Saudi Arabia, Korea, Taiwan, and Japan. As the world’s largest integrated 

producer of zinc, the fourth-largest global producer of silver, and one of the top producers of aluminium globally, Vedanta 

plays a pivotal role in the global supply of essential materials for the energy transition. The Company is also India’s only 

private oil and gas producer and one of the largest private power producers. A global ESG champion, Vedanta is committed 

to achieving net-zero emissions by 2050 or sooner. Through its transformative social impact initiatives, the company has 

improved the lives of nearly 7 million people in underserved regions. For more information, please visit 

www.vedantalimited.com   

For any media queries, please contact:   
Sonal Choithani   
Chief Brand & Communications Officer, Vedanta Group  
Sonal.Choithani@vedanta.co.in   
gc@vedanta.co.in   
 
Disclaimer: This press release contains “forward-looking statements” – that is, statements related to future, not past, events. 

In this context, forward-looking statements often address our expected future business and financial performance, and often 

contain words such as “expects,” “anticipates,” “intends,” “plans,” “believes,” “seeks,” “should” or “will.” Forward-looking 

statements by their nature address matters that are, to different degrees, uncertain. For us, uncertainties arise from the 

behaviour of financial and metals markets including the London Metal Exchange, fluctuations in interest and or exchange 

rates and metal prices; from future integration of acquired businesses; and from numerous other matters of national, 

regional, and global scale, including those of a political, economic, business, competitive or regulatory nature. These 

uncertainties may cause our actual future results to be materially different than those expressed in our forward-looking 

statements. We do not undertake to update our forward-looking statements.  
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